VOCATIONAL EDUCATION LAW OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC ©BCHINA
Wednesday,May 15,1996 Posted: 12:51 BJT(0451 GMT)
(Valid From:1996.09.01)

CHAPTER | GENERAL PROVISIONS CHAPTER Il SYSTEM OFOCATIONAL
EDUCATION CHAPTER 1l PROVISION OF VOCATIONAL EDUCAION
CHAPTER IV CONDITIONS ENSURING THE PROVISION OF V@TJIONAL
EDUCATION CHAPTER V SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Article 1 This Law is enacted in accordance with Education Law and the Labour
Law, for the purpose of implementing the strategyrévitalizing the country by
means of science and education, developing voatemucation, enhancing the
quality of workers and promoting the socialist muuization drive.

Article 2 This Law applies to vocational schoolsatiftypes and levels and to all
forms of vocational training. Specialized trainjmgvided by State organs for their
functionaries shall be governed by separate lawisadministrative rules and
regulations.

Article 3 Vocational education constitutes an imtpot component of the nation's
educational undertakings as well as an importaaha® for promoting economic and
social development and employment.

The State undertakes the development of vocateshatation, promotes its reform so
as to improve its quality and institute and perfatem of vocational education that
suits the needs of the socialist market economytlamdeeds of social progress.

Article 4 In the provision of vocational educatidhe State's educational principles
shall be implemented, that is, ideological andtmali education and the education in
professional ethics shall be conducted, vocatiknalledge imparted, vocational
skills fostered and vocational guidance provideth®educatees so as to enhance
their quality in an all-round way.

Article 5 Citizens shall have the right to receigeational education according to
law.

Article 6 People's governments at various leveddl shcorporate the development of
vocational education into their plans for natioeanomic and social development.

Trade organizations, enterprises and institutidwvadl sin accordance with law, fulfill
their obligations to provide vocational education.

Article 7 The State adopts measures to developtvoed education in rural areas and
provides support and assistance to areas inhdyteunority nationalities and
outlying and poverty-stricken areas in developingational education.

The State adopts measures to enable women to eegaational education, organize
the unemployed to receive different forms of vomadil education, and support the



development of vocational education for the disdble

Article 8 Vocational education shall be providedight of actual needs and in
conformity with the standards established by treeSior classifying and grading
occupations. A system comprising certificates diosding, certificates of vocational
training and certificates of occupational qualifioas shall be practised.

The State practises a system whereby workers eteévnecessary vocational
education prior to employment or assignment.

Article 9 The State encourages and arranges sicer@search on vocational
education.

Article 10 The State gives awards to units andviildials that have made outstanding
achievements in vocational education.

Article 11 The administrative department for edigraunder the State Council shall
be responsible for the overall planning, compretvensoordination and macro-
management of vocational education.

The administrative departments for education, lawat other relevant departments
under the State Council shall, within their respectunctions and responsibilities
defined by the State Council, be responsible ferdifferent aspects of vocational
education.

Local people's governments at or above the coensl khall strengthen leadership,
overall coordination, supervision, guidance an@éss®ent of vocational education in
areas under their jurisdiction.

CHAPTER Il SYSTEM OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Article 12 In light of the different levels of ecomic development and degrees of
universal education in different areas, the Stat®duces a division of education, at
different stages, chiefly among junior secondahost graduates, so that some of
them may receive regular senior secondary schaaatbn and others may receive
occupational education, and institutes and peretscational education system
whereby vocational school education is conductedibaneously with vocational
training and is interconnected and developed imdination with other types of
education.

Article 13 Vocational school education is dividedoi three levels, namely,
elementary, secondary and tertiary.

The elementary and secondary vocational schooladiducshall be provided by
elementary and secondary vocational schools. Tharievocational education shall
be provided, where necessary and where conditiemsip either by tertiary
vocational schools or by regular institutions ajher education. Other types of
schools may provide vocational school educatichesame level in compliance with
the overall plans drawn up by the administrativeattment for education.



Article 14 Vocational training comprises pre-seevitaining, training to facilitate
change of occupations; apprentice training, onjbbetraining, job-transfer training
and other categories of vocational training, ahthalse categories of training may, in
light of actual conditions, be divided into three¢ls: elementary, secondary and
tertiary.

Vocational training shall be provided by the appiaje vocational training
institutions and/or vocational schools.

Other schools or institutions of education may,etejing on their own capabilities,
provide various forms of vocational training to rmsecial needs.

Article 15 Vocational training for the disabled BH@e provided by institutions of
education for the disabled, in addition, vocatisswiools and vocational training
institutions of various types and at different lisvand other types of institutions of
education shall accept disabled students in acnoedaith the relevant regulations of
the State.

Article 16 Regular secondary schools may provideational subjects in light of local
conditions, or supplement existing subjects withrapriate subject matters related to
vocational education in light of actual needs.

CHAPTER Il PROVISION OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Article 17 People's governments at or above thatydevel shall establish

vocational schools and vocational training insiitag to serve as a mainstay and play
an exemplary role, which shall provide guidance assistance to the vocational
schools and vocational training institutions esgdi@dd in accordance with law by

rural communities and other public organizatiorsswall as individual citizens.

Article 18 In response to the needs of well-coaaitkad development of the rural
economy, science and technology, and educatiompl@egovernments at the county
level shall provide various forms of vocational edtion and develop training
programs of practical skills so as to promote teeetbpment of rural vocational
education.

Article 19 Competent government departments artetoganizations shall, by itself
or jointly, establish vocational schools or vocatibtraining institutions, as well as
arrange for, coordinate the efforts of and proygda&lance to the enterprises and
institutions of the trades concerned to establ@tational schools or vocational
training institutions.

The State encourages the use of modern meanscbfrigan developing vocational
education.

Article 20 An enterprise shall, in light of its ael conditions, provide systematic
vocational education and training for its own enyples and for the persons to be
employed.

An enterprise may establish vocational school(s)oaational training institution(s)



either by itself or in collaboration with other errise(s), and it may also entrust
existing schools or vocational training institutsaio provide vocational education for
its own employees or for the persons to be employed

Any worker who is to do a technical type of job musdergo training beforehand;
and any worker who is to do a job that requiresisppskills must undergo training
and obtain the necessary qualifications for sujdba

Article 21 The State encourages institutions, nomegnmental organizations, other
public organizations and individual citizens toaddish vocational schools and
vocational training institutions in accordance wievant State regulations.

Measures for the establishment of vocational schand vocational training
institutions within Chinese territory by an orgaatinn or individual from abroad
shall be formulated by the State Council.

Article 22 For a jointly operated vocational schoolocational training institution,
the collaborators shall conclude a contract forjoi establishment and running of
such a school or institution.

Any competent government department, trade orgaaizanterprise or institution
which intends to entrust a school or vocationahing institution with the provision
of vocational educational programs shall concludergact of authorization with the
latter.

Article 23 In teaching, vocational schools and \tmeal training institutions should
integrate education with industrial production, atrserving the needs of local
economic development, and maintain close ties antierprises, thus helping trainees
to acquire practical skills and become skilled vemsk

Vocational schools and vocational training insidtns may set up enterprises or have
places for practice that are related to the vonatieducation programs provided.

Article 24 To establish a vocational school, théofeing basic conditions shall be
satisfied:

(1) having an organizational structure and rulesr@gulations;
(2) having qualified teachers;

(3) having premises for teaching that meet spaetdtandards and having facilities
and equipment that meet the needs of vocationalatidun;

(4) having the necessary funds for establishingsti®ol and stable sources of
operating funds.

To establish a vocational training institution, tbBowing basic conditions shall be
satisfied:

(1) having an organizational structure and a systermanagement;



(2) having teachers and managerial personnel teat the needs of the training
programs provided;

(3) having places, facilities and equipment thaenhtke needs of training;
(4) having the needed operating funds.

The establishment, modification, and/or terminatéa vocational school or a
vocational training institution shall be governgdrblevant State regulations.

Article 25 A student who has received educatioa abcational school and passed the
examinations administered by the school shall eeid a certificate of schooling in
accordance with relevant State regulations. A studdo has received vocational
training provided by a vocational school or vocasibtraining institution and passed
the examinations administered by the school ortweal training institution shall be
issued a certificate of training in accordance wélevant State regulations.

According to relevant State regulations, the degtes of schooling and the
certificates of training shall serve as qualifyoegtificates for graduates of vocational
schools and for trainees who have completed tlumatonal training programs to
seek employment.

CHAPTER IV CONDITIONS ENSURING THE PROVISION OF V@JIONAL
EDUCATION

Article 26 The State encourages efforts to raisel$uin accordance with law and
through multiple avenues for developing vocaticgcation.

Article 27 The people's government of a provincgpaomous region or municipality
directly under the Central Government shall deteenthe average expenses for
students of the vocational schools in the areawitslgurisdiction; the relevant
departments under the State Council shall, in boHhation with the department of
finance under the State Council, do the same tatestts of the vocational schools of
their departments. The sponsor of a vocational@cttwall appropriate adequate
funds and pay in full the average expenses fostheéents.

The fiscal appropriations provided by the peogle'gernments at various levels and
by relevant departments under the State Councthimestablishment and
maintenance of vocational schools and vocatioaatitig institutions shall gradually
increase.

No organization or individual shall be allowed tesappropriate or withhold the
funds designated for vocational education.

Article 28 An enterprise shall bear the expensesghi® vocational education of its
own employees and of the persons it plans to employ the specific measures shall
be formulated according to law by the relevant d@pents under the State Council in
collaboration with the finance department underSkate Council or by the people's
government of a province, autonomous region or gipaility directly under the State



Council.

Article 29 If an enterprise fails to provide voaatal education in accordance with the
provisions of Article 20 of this Law, the local pg#e's government at or above the
county level shall order it to put it right; if tleaterprise reuses to put it right, the
government may collect from it the amount of exgsrbat it should assume and use
the money for the local vocational education.

Article 30 With regard to the local surcharges whice government of a province,
autonomous region or municipality directly undex ®entral Government has
decided, in accordance with the relevant provismirthe Education Law, to levy for
educational purposes, a certain proportion of i imaused for vocational education,
or a part of it may be used to finance specifiggut§s) of vocational education.

Article 31 People's governments at various levedy allocate an appropriate part of
the funds earmarked for developing science anchtdohy and for spreading the use
of advanced techniques in rural areas for the tiseaational training there.

Article 32 Vocational schools and vocational tragninstitutions may charge their
students receiving secondary or tertiary educairamnaining an appropriate sum of
tuition, but they should, at their discretion, reduhe tuition of the students who have
financial difficulties or who are disabled or exdrntigem from tuition. The measures
for charging tuition fees shall be formulated bg fleople's government of a
province, autonomous region or municipality dirgethder the Central Government.

The State supports enterprises, institutions, rewegmental organizations, other
public organizations and individual citizens initrefforts to establish scholarships
and/or grant loans, in accordance with relevarteStgulations, for the purpose of
awarding students with outstanding scholastic agments or assisting students with
financial difficulties.

Article 33 The earnings derived by vocational sde@o vocational training
institutions from running enterprises or providswgial services shall be mainly used
for developing vocational education.

Article 34 The State encourages financial insiitogi to support the development of
vocational education by providing loans.

Article 35 The State encourages enterprises, ungtits, non- governmental
organizations, other public organizations and iithlial citizens to make donations to
aid vocational education and it also encouragearnizgtions and individuals abroad
to fund or make donations for vocational educatihsuch funds and donations
must be used for vocational education.

Article 36 People's governments at or above théydewuel and the relevant
departments shall incorporate the preparation masgivice training of vocational
education teachers into their plans for sugmenthegeaching staff in general, so as
to ensure that the increase of vocational educé¢iachers meet the needs of the
development of vocational education.



A vocational school or vocational training institut may recruit specialized
technicians and persons with special expertiseiedlsas teachers from other
institutions of education to serve as part-timehesas. The departments and
institutions concerned shall facilitate the reanent of such persons.

Article 37 Efforts should be made by the relevaspattments under the State
Council, local people's governments at or abovethemty level, and organizations
and individual citizens that set up vocational stb@r vocational training
institutions to build bases for production and ficacin vocational education.

Enterprises and institutions should let the stuslant teachers of vocational schools
and vocational training institutions practise thened should give appropriate
remuneration to those who do practical work.

Article 38 People's governments at or above thatydevel and the relevant
departments shall institute and perfect a systetidrservice of vocational education
and improve the compilation, publication and disition of textbooks and other
teaching materials used for vocational education.

CHAPTER V SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS
Article 39 Whoever violates the provisions of thduEation Law in vocational
education activities shall be punished in accordamith the relevant provisions of

the Education Law.

Article 40 This law shall come into force as of &spber 1, 1996.



